FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Tredyffrin Historic Preservation Trust’s Spring 2010 Lecture Series

Architectural historian James B. Garrison to be at historic Duportail House on Wednesday, April 14 to present his lecture, La Ronda . . . The Fantasy of Architect Addison Mizner.
Wayne, PA – March 29 -- Strafford resident James B. Garrison will be at the historic Duportail House in Chesterbrook on Wednesday, April 14 as guest speaker of Tredyffrin Historic Preservation Trust’s Spring Lecture Series.  Mr. Garrison’s lecture on La Ronda will include a slide presentation which will offer a last glimpse of the house and gardens, as well as discussing some of the preservation issues related to the remaining unique residential properties on the Main Line. A reception will begin at 7 PM followed by lecture at 7:30 PM.  Lecture admission is $15 and all proceeds go toward Tredyffrin Historic Preservation Trust’s rebuilding effort of the Jones Log Barn at the DuPortail House location. 

Addison Mizner is one of the great storytellers in American architecture.  From a varied background that included little formal academic study of architecture, he created a distinctive style based on ideas borrowed from other designers and his own interesting past.

Mizner is best known for his work in Palm Beach. He embodied the entrepreneurial spirit of the Florida land boom, and after its collapse in 1926, a commission by Percival Foerderer kept the firm afloat.  Foerderer, who wintered in Florida, had made his fortune in leather manufacturing, particularly a process for making kid gloves from goat skin.  On 250 acres in Villanova, he commissioned La Ronda, one of Mizner’s greatest Mediterranean fantasies.  La Ronda was one of a very few northern commissions by Mizner, and until its destruction, the largest surviving residence.

As part of the permitting process for the building that has replaced La Ronda, it was extensively documented in the summer of 2009. James Garrison was a member of the documentation team in July and August of 2009 and his lecture will offer personal insight on the construction, life and last days of La Ronda..

James B. Garrison, AIA has been in architectural practice for nearly 30 years with a particular focus on working with existing buildings – for restoration, adaptive re-use, or rehabilitation.  He has used his extensive knowledge of architectural history and technology to produce award winning new buildings and additions using traditional design motifs.  His project credits also involve many significant works involving National Historic Landmarks and iconic historic buildings for private clients, government, institutional, and non-profit clients.  He joined Frens and Frens Restoration Architects of West Chester in 2009 to continue his practice focusing on local and national landmarks.

Jim’s other interests have included leadership positions in local and regional preservation and professional organizations.  He has chaired his local Historical Architectural Review Board and was co-founder of the township’s preservation advocacy organization. In addition to these activities, he has authored two books and has several other book projects in progress on topics related to architectural and local history.  In May, “Excellence That Endures, The First 225 Years at The Episcopal Academy” will be published.  Jim also lectures nationally on subjects related to his books and preservation activities.

For more information, contact Pattye Benson, Tredyffrin Historic Preservation Trust President, 610.644.6759 or  info@tredyffrinhistory.org 

